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Public  Health  Department, 
21,  Bolton  Old  Road, 
ATHERTON. 

August  194-6 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Atherton. 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  1945. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendat ions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  this  report  is  curtailed  to  a minimum,  and  deals  with 
the  more  important  factors  only.  The  less  important  matters  will 
be  preserved  and  dealt  with  later  in  a comprehensive  report 

I appreciate  the  consideration  shown  to  me  by  the  Council 
during  the  year,  and  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  effecient  work,  and  without  whose  help  I 
should  have  been  unable  to  have  completed  this  record  of  Public 
Health  matters  in  respect  to  the  town, 

The  various  features  are  set  out  below. 

- o- o-o- o-  o-  o-  o-o-o-  o-o-o-  o-o-o-  o-  o- 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ATHERTON. 

AREA  of  the  District  - 2265  acres. 

POPULATION  at  census  of  1931  - 19,989. 

Estimated  population  in  middle  of  1945  - 19,460. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  the  year  - 5879. 

VITAL  STATISTICS.- 


Total  M.  P. 

(Legitimate  319  164  155 

Live  births  (illegitimate  17  7 10 

1 T o t a!  336  171  165 


Birth-rate  per  1000 
estimated  population 
mid-1945 


Still-births  15  9 

Deaths . 220  11 3 

Pue r pe ral  Causes  - De a t hs 

Puerperal  6c  post- 
abortive sepsis  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  1 

T'-tal  maternal  mortality  1 


6 Rate  per  1000  total 

(live  A still)  births42 .0 

107  Death-rate  per.  1000 

estimated  population  11 . 3 

Death-rate  per  1000 
total  (live  oc  still) 
births 

Nil 
2.84 
2.  64 


Death  rate  of  infants  uner  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  23 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  25 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1C00  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  fro.mC-ancer  ( All  ages)  39 

" " Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  4 

11  " " ( Non- pulmonary ) 2 

" Measles  Nil . 

” " Whooping  Cough  Nil, 

’ • !l  ” Diarrhoea  Nil. 
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Population  for  Birth-rate  ana  heath- rater  19,4*60 


■ 

Per 

1000  of 

estimated  population. 

Live 

birthrate' 

Crude  Deathrate  from 

deathrate : tuberculosis 
: of  respiratory 
system 

Deathrate 

from 

Cancer 

Rate  of 
deaths  under 
one  year  per 
10-00  live 
births . 

Me  Eh  of  5 yrs 
194G--  1944., 

16.4 

11.8 

0.31 

1.41 

63 

1944 

16.2 

11.8 

0.25 

1.65 

60 

1945 

17.2 

11.3 

0,20 

2.00 

23 

Increase  or  de- 
crease in  1945 
on  5 yrs average 
1940  - 1944 

+ 0.8 

-0.5 

-0.11 

4 0.59 

-40 

Previous  year 

f l.o 

-0.5 

-0.05 

+ 0.35 

-37 

■ En gl and  k Wal e s 

16.1 

iii  4 

4-6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Per  1000  live 
births 

Per  1000  total  (live 
& still)  births 

Mean  of  5 yrs  1940  - 1944 

1-.  86 

1.76 

1944 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

a.  97 

2.84 

Increase  or  de- 
crease in  1945 
on  5 yrs  average 
L 940  - 1944 

4-  1.11 

~t  1.08 

Previous  year 

+ 2.97 

+ 2.  84 

England  k Wales 

- 

1.79 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  from  the  Manchester  and  Bolton  supplies  was 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner.  All  houses  in  the  District  are 
connected  direct  to  the  mains. 

DRAINAGE . 

There  have  Been  no  important  extensions  or  alterations 
in  the  general  scheme. 

CLOiSET  CQIf/ERdlONS . 

There  were  no  water  closet  conversions  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Unfortunately  this  work  has  been  suspended  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  men  and  materials. 

xiOUbihG- . 

During  the  year,  no  new  houses  were  erected.  Inspections 
of  houses  totalled  675,  and  necessary  renewals  and  repairs  were 
carried  out  in  34-6  instances. 

Housing  conditions  in  general,  compare  favourably  with 
other  districts  of  a similar  industrial  nature,  and  a fair  standard 
of  fitness  is  maintained. 
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Shortage  of  men  and  materials,  coupled  with  the  excessive 
costs  of  repairs,  are  still  militating  against  the  maintenance  of 
houses  to  pre-war  standards.  It  is  hoped  that  these  difficulties 
will  he  overcome  eventually,  when  normal  repairs  to  properties  can  he 
re  sumed . 

The  restrictions  placed  on  coal  and  other  fuel  are  having 
their  effect  on  the  older  type  of  houses,  which  generally,  have  no 
damp-proof  course,  and  as  a result  of  the  damp  climate,  dampness  is 
becoming  fairly  prevalent  in  the  house  walls. 

The  need  for  more  houses  is  urgent,  and  there  is  a tendency 
for  overcrowding.  The  evils  of  two  or  more  families  occupying  the 
same  house  are  too  well  known  to  need  reiteration.  The  erection  of 

more  houses  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise  is  of  major 
importance  if  the  well-being  of  the  community  is  to  be  preserved. 

TCP I)  INSPECTION, 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  continuously  during  the 
year,  and  shops,  bakehouses,  dairies,  farms  and  other  food  preparing 
premises  have  been  inspected  frequently. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

DIPHTHERIA  shows  a marked  improvement,  only  2 cases  being 
notified  during  the  year  with  no  deaths.  This  is  probably  due  to  the 
campaign  commenced  in  1938  against  this  disease,  when  the  Immunisation 
Scheme  was  launched.  Active  propaganda  in  this  direction  is  still 
pursued,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  1938  there  were  127  cases 
notified,  with  6 deaths,  it  would  appear  the  Immunisation  Scheme  is 
now  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 

SCARLET  FEVER  42  cases  were  notified,  and  were 
scattered  about  the  District.  The  type  was  generally  of  a very 
mild  form. 

MEASLES  There  were  66  not  if  ications  during  the  year, 
compared  with  382  in  1944.  No  deaths  were  recorded  from  this 
source . 

SCABIES  313  persons  were  treated  for  this  disease. 

Other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  do  not  call  for 
special  comment. 


CONCLUSION 


During  the  period  under  review  the  routine  inspections 
and  work  in  connection  with  the  District  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  clerical  work  by  Mrs.  Hall, 
to  both  of  whom  I tender  my  thanks  for  their  assistance  in 
enabling  this  report  to  be  completed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.E.  HAYWARD,  M.B. 

Modi  cal  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  1 


xv  i oi.u-jA.Qi  DISTRICT  , 
Causes  of  death  during  the  year 

Registrar  Generali  Return, 


— — — — 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

! FEMALES  : 

Cere  or o Spinal  Fever 

—— — 1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

_ 

Measles 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

2 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

■ 

2 

mm 

Influenza 

1 

2 

Syphilis 

X 

*+ 

Cancer 

19 

20 

Diabetes 

2 

Intra  Oran.  Vase.  Lesions 

14 

9 

Heart  Diseases 

29 

26 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

v 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

r* 

Bronchitis 

14 

8 

Pneumonia  (Ail  forms) 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

5 

Peptic  Ulcer  etc. 

1 

~ 

Appendicitis 

1 

mm 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

- 

8 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

5 

Puerperal  Diseases 

- 

- 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

- 

1 ! 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Births  &c. 

5 

1 

Senility 

- 

Suicide 

- 

Other  Violence 

5 

- 

Other  defined  Diseases 

12 

16 

AlL  CAUSES . 

113 

107 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one 

ye  ar 

Total 

5 

3 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  ; 

*■ 

•** 

Still  Births 

Total 

9 

6 

Legitimate 

9 

5 

Illegitimate 

mm 

1 

Live  Births 

Total 

171 

165 

Legitimate 

164 

1 55 

Illegitimate 

7 

10 

POPULATION-  Middle  of  1945  (Estimate). 
19,460, 


(4) 


o 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28814782 
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Soto:-  Statistics  compiled  locally  do  not  always  agree  with  those  of  the  Registrar 
General,  who  lias  facilities  for  further  investigation. 
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TABLE  4 

KOTIfflABL^  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 
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